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News 

Route 213: New guardrails designed 
to prevent bad accidents 

 The state is installing new 
guardrails on Route 213 in 
Methuen. The guardrails 
are a new style designed to 
keep cars from crossing the 
median strip into oncoming 
traffic. Talking about the 
new guardrails are, from 
left, state Sen. Steven 
Baddour, Mayor Sharon 
Pollard, Mayor-elect 
William Manzi III, state 
police Troop A commander 
Maj. Kevin J. Kelly, 
Transportation Secretary 
John Cogliano and state 
Rep. Arthur Broadhurst. 

(single page view)
(view as multiple pages)

By Chris Markuns 
Staff Writer 

METHUEN — Seven fatalities in 10 years qualified a 1.5-mile 
stretch of Route 213 for the unfortunate honor of being the first 
place in the state to receive a new style of guardrail designed to 
prevent severe median-crossover accidents.

"That's where I've gone to most of my fatals," said fire Capt. Bill 
Barry. "I doubt there's a firefighter in Methuen who has 10 years 
on the job who hasn't been to a fatal on (Route 213)."

The cable-style barriers are designed like rubber bands. When 
struck, an out-of-control car can push the cables about 10 feet 
without breaking them. The cables then gently push the car back 
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into the same lane in which it was traveling.

The federal government endorses them to the extent of picking up 
80 percent of the $400,000 cost, said state Transportation Secretary 
John Cogliano. The cable-style barriers are half the price of the 
standard steel ones.

"This is our first time using them (but after the tests conducted in 
other states), they were pleased with the results," Cogliano said. 
"It's something we're going to be using across the state."

Route 213 in Methuen was chosen as the first site because of the 
high number of accidents there, especially in the winter and 
particularly around the curve leading toward Route 495. Methuen 
police have responded to an average of 126 accidents on Route 213 
each year from 2000 to 2005.

Maj. Kevin J. Kelly, commander of Troop A, said state police 
records show seven fatalities in 10 years, including one this year 
and two last year.

"(The new guardrails)" lessen the impact a person feels, but it also 
keeps them from going into ongoing traffic," Kelly said. "I think 
it's going to contain them into (their side of the) highway."

Methuen fire Capt. Mike Buote recalled a 2000 crash in which a 
westbound car rolled across the median near Exit 4, ejected its 
driver into oncoming traffic, and rolled over an oncoming vehicle 
in the eastbound lanes. The ejected driver was decapitated, and a 
Methuen man in the eastbound car was crushed to death.

It's that kind of memory that finally prompted the Methuen Fire 
Department to call state Sen. Steven A. Baddour last winter with a 
graphic complaint — "We're tired of picking up body parts," is 
how Baddour remembers it — and asked the Methuen Democrat if 
he could address the problem.

As co-chairman of the Legislature's Transportation Committee, he 
called Cogliano, and the result is the new guardrails now hugging 
the left lane of Route 213 east. The two-week installation will 
eventually put them on both sides of the highway — the first 
location in Massachusetts, which is just the third state to use them.

Local safety officials blame the number of accidents on people 
driving too fast on the 55 mph highway, but Buote blames the 
number of devastating crossover crashes on the median's narrow 
width, the lack of barriers — until now — and level ground. The 
new barrier can't slow down drivers or make them wear seat belts, 
fire officials said, but it could keep them on their side of the road.

"I don't think we'll have fewer (accidents) because people just 
drive so bad," Barry said, "but I think this will save lives."

A press conference was held in the roadway's median yesterday to 
unveil the new guardrails. Cogliano attended the event as well as 
Baddour, state Rep. Arthur Broadhurst, Methuen Mayor Sharon M. 
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